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Slovak Composers’ FIFTH VARIATIONS

The collection of works, Slovak Composers’ Fifth Variations, came into existence in late 2006 and early 2007

on the initiative of the online publisher Slovak Music Bridge. The work consists of 44 short piano compositions
by contemporary composers, based on a common musical theme, which is the pitch interval of perfect fifth (Eb-Bb).

The collection of works, as a whole, captures a multitude of unique viewpoints and opinions on what can be
musically done with this fundamental intervallic relationship.

Individual compositions were written by Slovak composers of every generation, born between 1927 and 1985:
Igor Bazlik, Miro Bazlik, Roman Berger, Milos Betko, Norbert Bodnar, Vladimir Bokes, Lukas Borzik, Ivan
Buffa, Martin Burlas, Adrian Democ, Igor Dibak, Hanus Domansky, Jozef Gaher, Peter van Grob, Peter Groll,
Matej Haasz, Juraj Hatrik, Jana Kmitova, Joseph Kolkovich, Lucia Konakovska, Ivan Konecny, Mirko Krajci,
Egon Krak, Pavol Krska, Vitazoslav Kubicka, Marian Lejava, Peter Machajdik, Daniel Matej, Bosko Milakovic,
Milan Novak, Petra Oliveira-Bachrata, Lucia Papanetzova, Miroslav Pejhovsky, Dr. Pezynskyj, Marek Piacek,
Jozef Podprocky, Daniel Remen, Vladimir Ruso, Lubica Salamon-Cekovska, Karine Sarkisian, Juraj Vajo,

Ivan Valenta, Jan Zach and Ilja Zeljenka.

The collection of works, Slovak Composers’ Fifth Variations, was premiered in concert on September 20, 2007
at the Mirror Hall of Primacialny Palace in Bratislava, at the Fifth Double-concert, which was broadcast live
by Slovak Radio. The individual compositions were performed by 18 top Slovak pianists and 9 composers.
This event was awarded a certificate of Guinness World Records™ in the category “Most songs performed
by a group in 24 hours”. In the course of a 4-hour concert, all 44 “variations” were presented.
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KVINTOVE VARIACIE slovenskych skladatelov

Suborné dielo Kvintové varidacie slovenskych skladatel'ov vzniklo na prelome rokov 2006/2007 z iniciativy
on-line vydavatel'stva Slovak Music Bridge. Diclo je zlozené zo 44 kratkych klavirnych skladieb sucasnych
autorov vychadzajucich zo spolo¢nej hudobnej témy, ktorou je tonovy interval Cistej kvinty (Es-B).

Suborné dielo, ako celok, zachytava mnozstvo jedine¢nych pohl'adov a ndzorov na to, ako sa da s tymto
zakladnym intervalovym vztahom v hudbe pracovat’.

Autormi jednotlivych diel st slovenski skladatelia vsetkych generacii, narodeni v rokoch 1927 — 1985:

Igor Bazlik, Miro Bazlik, Roman Berger, Milo§ Betko, Norbert Bodnar, Vladimir Bokes, Lukas Borzik, Ivan
Buffa, Martin Burlas, Adrian Demo¢, Igor Dibak, Hanus Domansky, Jozef Gahér, Peter van Grob, Peter Groll,
Matej Haasz, Juraj Hatrik, Jana Kmit'ova, Jozef Kolkovi¢, Lucia Koakovska, Ivan Kone¢ny, Mirko Kraj¢i,

Egon Krak, Pavol Krska, Vitazoslav Kubicka, Marian Lejava, Peter Machajdik, Daniel Matej, Bosko Milakovic,
Milan Novak, Petra Oliveira-Bachrata, Lucia Papanetzova, Miroslav Pejhovsky, Dr. Pezynskyj, Marek Piacek,
Jozef Podprocky, Daniel Reme, Vladimir Rus6, LCubica Salamon-Cekovska, Karine Sarkisian, Juraj Vajo,

Ivan Valenta, Jan Zach a Ilja Zeljenka.

Suborné dielo Kvintové varidacie slovenskych skladatel'ov odznelo v koncertnej premiére 20. septembra 2007
v Zrkadlovej sieni Primacialneho palaca v Bratislave na Kvintovom Dvojkoncerte, ktory bol Slovenskym
rozhlasom vysielany v priamom prenose. Jednotlivé skladby interpretovalo 18 poprednych slovenskych klaviristov

.....

interpretovanych skupinou interpretov za 24 hodin®. Pocas 4-hodinového koncertu odznelo vSetkych 44 , variacii®.



Joseph KOLKOVICH
*1957, Presov, Slovakia

Could you explain the title of your composition?

American pun, regarding the Fifth Amendment to the American Constitution. One can resort to this
amendment, in court, if one doesn't want to answer lawyers' questions. For instance, in this case:
Question: “Mr. Kolkovich, whatever possessed you to write variations on an interval?”
Answer: “I think, I will TAKE THE FIFTH on this one!”

How did you work with the perfect fifth (Eb-Bb) in your composition?
The fifth Eb-Bb, plus the neighbor tones. Transpositions.

What is your opinion of the perfect fifth and its place in music?
Not counting the unison and the octave, it is the oldest and the most important interval in European music.

© Peter Circle

Jozef KOLKOVIC
*1957, PreSov

Mozete vysvetlit’ nazov vasej skladby?

Americka slovna hracka tykajuca sa piateho dodatku k americkej Gstave. Na tento dodatok sa
moze ¢lovek odvolat’ na side, ak nechce zodpovedat’ otazky pravnikov. V tomto pripade napr.:
Otazka: ,,Pan Kolkovi¢, ¢o vas to posadlo, Ze ste napisali variacie na jeden interval?*
Odpoved’: ,,I think I will TAKE THE FIFTH on this one!*

Ako ste pracovali s Cistou kvintou (Es-B) vo vasej skladbe?
Kvinta Es-B plus vedrlajsie tony. Transpozicia.

Co si myslite o Cistej kvinte a jej postaveni v hudbe?
Neratajic primu a oktavu je to najstarsi a najdolezitejsi interval v europskej hudbe.
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